be conſtitution, Now as the State and the Church are here 
ol both depends 


eee 
KE SOLUTIONS or Tu PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 


At their late Meeting at STOWMARKET, in SUFFOLK. 


 Provoftart Diſſenters having entered into a confederacy, in oppoſition to the preſent - 
3 or laws by eee hold offices of truſt in this kingdom ; with tuch decla- 
_ | rations as tend to abridge the freedom of voting in Parliament, and diſturb the public peace; 
We beg leave to offer a few obſervations on the princ es they profeſs, and the meaſures they have 
adopted, as they have opened them to the public in theꝶ late Reſo/ntions at S/oromarket. 247 


fa the beginning of this Century, when parties ran high, under the Reigas of Queen Anne and 
or pon oY e were Glinguicd ed che names of high. Church and /o<wp Church » but the times 
are changed; and the Diſſenters now. come forward on the new ground of Scepticiſm and Infidelity; 
the former of which is adverſe to all als in Government, as the object of the latter is to deſtroy 
the Church. Clergymen will naturally confult. for the ſecurity of our Religion; but the Laity are 
here equally concerned, for the ſafety of che State, and the freedom of the Houſe of Commons. The 
firſt Reſolution of the Diſſenters of Suffolk is as follows. 
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L That Liberty, Civil and Religious, is the unalienable right of every good citizen, 


R E MA R K. 
KRelgious liberty. conſiſts in worſhipping God according to our conſciences. This Liberty the 
Diſſenters enjoy to the full, without any diſturbance. Civil Liberty is a liberty under the reſbraints of law, 
and can be no other, in any civil ſociety. A liberty of being truſted, (which is here intended) is a 
liberty which does not exiſt, becauſe by the conſtitution of every country, it muſt depend upon approved 
qualifications, Which the Government is to fix for its own ſecurity, on the univerfal Principle of 
%% =o hl on Gs SAY "TP | 
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II. That when perfef? liberty is enjoyed all good citizens of every denomination of reli gion, are uncontrouled 


in their ſentiments, writings, and modes of woarſhih ; and equally eligible in point of right to all offices of truſt, 
honour, and emolument. ee ee . 
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Citizens may be good men, without being good citizens ; becauſe in a civil ſenſe no man is good but he 
who ſubmits to the Laws, and has legal qualifications. It is no reflection upon a Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
tolay he is not guad in this ſenſe, and ſo not equally eligible in point of right : for there is no right in civil 
ſocſety where there is not the qualification required by law, We think, moreover, that there is not the 
right of equity, in the preſent caſ; ; becauſe Proteſtant Diſſenters who left the Religion eftabliſhed, and the 
Mees of truſt which go along with it, took liberty of conſcience as an equivalent ; and, therefore, cannot, 
conliſtently with juſtice, claim 4b ; for then they would be better of than their tellow-ſubjects, yea even 
than the King himſelf, who cannot hold his Crown withour conforming to the Religion eſtabliſhed. 
i r  RINS FR nEr A INT „ | | 
p on! That the Proteſtant Diſenters of this realm hold no principles inimica to the peace and order of ſociety, 
out are confefiedly' loyal aid deſerving Jubjetts. | EI, | 


The word al is applicable only to thoſe who are voluntarily ſubject to the Jas, and well affected to 

che Stare ; united into one conſtitution, and the ſafer 
both depends upon their union, it is not poſſible the Diſſenters ſhould be loxal, that is, well affected to 
the conſtitution. Their preſent attempt demonſtrates the contrary; and we ſuppoſe it is not forgotten, 
; how lately the King, and the two Houſes of Parliament, and the property of the nation, were all brought 
5 dee n danger, at the time of the riots in Londen, when many thouſands of diſorderly people were 
headed by a perſon of the Diſtenting perſualion. Whether or nor, any of the- preſent popular writers 
among the Diſſenters were ſecret abettors of that confuſion, we do not take upon us to ſay : but that the 
revolt of America was promoted by their avowed writings is undeniable. eee. 
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IV. That 
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and they cannot forfeit their right, and have their right at the ſame time. 
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IV. That by the Corporation and Teft Alis they have long been deprived of an important aud 


civil right, viz. that of being eligible i ſerve their King and country in many offices of public util nqueſftionaBle 


Dt ; . ty, and eunf. 

dence ; and, by proſcription, are branded with a mark of infamy, and expoſed te /cvere penalties, Nt 2 om 1 

foes tn the State. Weis thine. tans 
R E M A R K. 1 ah 


When a man forfeits @ right by his own choice, it is improper to ſay he is deprived of it. 
caſe with the Diſſenters, who take liberty of conſcience inſtead of the qualifications required by the Laws 
Laws, that we know of, which brands Proteſtant Diſſenters with inſumy: nor doth it follow, that becauſe 
a man is not /eleted and rewarded, he is, therefore, branded with infamy; tor if that were true, the Church 


abounds with honeſt men, who are to be accounted infamous, becauſe they are not preferred and exalted: 
If we, of the Church, do not look upon the Diſſenters as infamous by their profeſſion, which we are . 
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themſelves? 


This is the 3 


There is no expreſſion in the _ 


ſpiritual view, is ſhamefully proftituted to civil purpoles, and made, 9 pes, {0 ine in relſgicus and profane, 


conſtitutional meaſure apparently calculated to procure the repeal of theſe als, with firmneſs and perſever- 


nation, which has long groaned under a moſt arbitrary government, as with one voice aſſerting the rights of 


from doing, why ſhould they throw out ſuch words as, with unwary readers, may bring ſuſpicion upon 


V. That by theſe acts, an ordinance of the Chriſtian Religion, inſtituted by its Divine Founder, | bl 5 
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or the ſafety of the State, it 


while others, on whom they molt depended, forſook them. 1 
KY | 2 th 2/6 $4 
VI. That feeling our rights as citizens, and gun oligations as Chriſtians, tes are determined ta ndopt every 


this reſpect, they who are wth the laws muſt purchaſe what ſecurity they can for thernſelves' by a ſimilar * : 
Aſeciation of the different Counties and Diocgſes; and this meaſure ſhould be frogly recommended, and 
ſeaſonabiy entered upon, with firmneſs and perſeverance. 8 O00 $74: 06 1. Ab 
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VII. That at an ara diſtinguiſhed for its liberal and enlightened ſentiments, when wwe behold a neigůibourin 


equal liberty, and nobly ſacrificing the prejudices of religion and havits of deſpotic rule, to the claim of 
reaſon and humanity ; and when even Roman Catholics are freely declaring, that diverſity of religious amen 


7s 20 bar to a mutual participation of all the privileges of ſociety ; wwe cannot but hope that in 4 n, 


long priding itſelf in an unrivalled attachment to juſtice and liberty, aun moderate expetiations «pil nal de 
diſappointed. bot Re 


R E MAR K. 


The ſtate of affairs in France is here much miſrepreſented, and a miſerable ſpeftacle of ' Anarchy is 
held forth as a pattern of /ight and liberty, The liberty there prevailing was invegted by: I1fidets and 6 


Al beiſis: and Catholics ſubmit to it, not by choice, but by wecefſity : How a mutual participation as 
vileges can ſubſiſt, where the Clergy are deprived of their Tithes, held by chartered right from the fült 
ages of Chriſtianity, we do not underſtand, When one man robs another of half his poſſeſſions, t 
may be {aid that there is a mutual participation; but the words thus applied, are terms of mockery- 


It the Government in England is already free, the proceedings of men under the deſpotic Government 


| of France can be no fit example for us to follow. 
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We do not ſee how it can conſiſt with the laws, or agree with the ſafety of any conſtitution, that 
committees ſhould form themſelves for civil purpoſes, without a cemmiſſion from the Government under 
which they live. We judge this a breach of the peace, to which /iberty of conſcience in Religion does not 
extend; and we think it of very dangerous tendency, that men ſhould form themſelves into one body, 
throughout the Nation, with deſign to act againſt the Laws. If the Engliſn Conſtitution is defectivę un 
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